THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
in glowing terms on the faith and piety of
primitive populations who lived under tradi-
tional conditions which must inevitably change
under modern communications and contagious
fashions. Is it not better to trace the workings
of grace in the centres of resdess life and godless-
ness and see how religion will keep the merchant
honest, the lawyer straightforward, the soldier
tolerant, die politician high-minded, and the
workman patient ? The fruits of these things can
come neither by isolation nor organization, but
by the natural action of men and women living
up to their convictions while following strenu-
ously their several ways.
Of course there must be organizations, but
they should not go beyond the spheres of some
definite objective work, e.g., the defence of
schools, the correction of mis-statements, the
insistence on full civic equality, resistance to
immoral propaganda, and the Catholic interests
involved must be clear and unambiguous.
Scientists, economists, and legislators must be
fought when their acts or dogmas conflict with
religion or the moral law, but we cannot our-
selves, by virtue of our religion, teach science
or politics. If we try, we shall be making
exacdy the converse error to those of whom we
jusdy complain when they try to destroy
theology by physics. Let us oppose, e.g^ licensed
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